
The Gathering of a People of God 
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of 

race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender 

identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning, 
especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time. 

Your presence enriches us in this time of celebration together~ 
 

Singing Bowl Chimes 
 

Prelude        
 

Words of Gathering                Megan Keathley & Galen Elliott   

“The big secret is this:  

an infinite God actually seeks  

and desires intimacy with the human soul.”             [richardrohr] 

We experience this intimacy in… 

Mystery. 

Tenderness. 

Risk. 

Ecstasy. 

Trust. 

Longing. 

Vulnerability.  

Suffering.  

Ebbing and flowing in this state can push and challenge us. 

So we practice together. 

Learning how to share pieces of our lives, 

and trust this constant unfolding of love.  

We bring our hope, questions, uncertainty,  

and trust that we will find our way together.              [jsimmons] 
 

*Gathering Hymn       I Cannot Dance, O Love    290 
 

*Lighting the Community Candle  

Intimacy is a state of close,  

personal connection and familiarity with another person,  

characterized by emotional closeness,  

reciprocal trust,  

and vulnerability.  

In this state, we are invited to share deepest thoughts, fears,  

and desires while feeling heard,  

understood,  

and fundamentally accepted. 

In the life of Jesus,  

we see patterns of intimacy. 

Jesus helped us to practice ways of being fully known.  

To be seen. 

Jesus listened in ways and  

offered his presence such that people experienced deep trust. 

They felt known and seen.                  [jsimmons] 
 

May this light center us and remind us 

We are light.  

We are meant to shine, together.  
 

*Passing of the Peace  

God of intimacy and delight, 

you have created us in splendor,  

clothed us in majesty and knitted us with specks of glory and gold. 

You have breathed life into our sacred bodies and invited us to 

commune with you, as we are, without shame. 

God who delights in color and curve,  

who shaped hips and shoulders with intentional grace.  

Help us to remember that we are works of art  

and worthy of celebration. 

Goddess of the cosmos and creation,  

strengthen our voices to name that which is good, holy and embodied. 

Embolden us to find pleasure in our bodies  

and our beauty outside of the lens of what others have deemed pure. 

For in you there is freedom and choice. 

God of desire and yearnings,  

continue to reveal your sacred presence in all that we do  

and wrap us in your divine care. 

Strengthen us to count the blessings of our expression as a gift  

and not be moved by those who count bodies as a means to control. 

Goddess of nebulous and nature,  

you dance between mystery and matter.  

Teach us to trust the wisdom of the songs of our flesh. 

Unbind us from theology that shames.  

Let our consent be sacred,  

our boundaries blessed,  

our joy unashamed,  

and our connections rooted in love. 

In the name of the Holy Lover,  

Fierce Mother,  

Breath of Becoming we pray.              [Rev. Shana Green] 
 

May the peace that comes through contemplative practices be with you. 

And also with you. 
You are invited to share this ancient greeting with those seated near you. We 

are mindful each of us are at different levels of comfort, please honor those 

around you as you share peace. You are invited to turn to the camera and say 
hello to all worshipping with us online! 

 

Welcome to NACC                         Rev. Jenn Simmons 
You are invited to sign in via check-in. The QR code/link is in the pews. If you 

would like to receive our weekly update by email or would like to schedule a 
time for coffee with our pastor, please provide that information on the form.  

 

Moment of Pause 

“Love is the only light that can truly read the secret signature of the 

other person’s individuality and soul. Love alone is literate in the world 

of origin; it can decipher identity and destiny.”  [John O’Donohue] 
 

Reflecting on the Sacred Story                        

From the New Testament: Jesus practiced vulnerability in 

relationships. He shared his emotions and was honest about his 

limitations.  

[Matthew 26:36-46, John 13:21-16, John 21:15-19, & John 4:1-30] 

We tell stories to learn, to grow, to spark more questions. 

Today we offer the longings of our heart. 

We join with the voices rising, from the past and from today. 

We join the story. 
 

Praying in Song                    What Is This Place                  289 
 

Practice      Listening to Our Lives: Intimacy   Kathryn Boone 

   Soul Friends 
 

Music to Reflect                 Tip-Toe Thru the Tulips  

        North of 60 Singers: Jill Wait, Marti Jones, and Chris Jones 
 

Offering of Ourselves           Marti Jones & Doug Steere  
We invite you to share your offerings of time, passion, energy, and resources. 
Thank you for investing in Spirituality, Justice, and Community as it comes to 

life at NACC. 
  

Musical Gift               Happy Days (Will Come) Again  

North of 60: Jill Wait, Neil Guion, Candy Adams, John Scroggins, 

Marti Jones, Chris Jones, Ben Hernandez    

*Doxology         

Praise God whose breath fills all the earth 

Whose love reveals our sacred worth 

Whose Spirit forms one family 

Whose grace brings peace and harmony. Amen.             [rogerlyn] 
 

Prayer of Gratitude                            Debora Biggs 
 

Invitation to the Table & Sharing the Lord’s Supper  

 with Rev. Jenn Simmons, Elders & Deacons 

“In the Celtic tradition, there is a beautiful understanding of love and 

friendship known as anam ċara, or soul friend. This was one to whom 

you could reveal the hidden intimacies of your life—an act of 

recognition and belonging that cut across all convention.”   

            -John O’Donohue 

We come to this table, weary and waiting, 

looking for a sign that goodness still holds the world together. 

We look to the hands of the Creator, 

who spun the stars and kissed the earth into life. 

We remember the breath of life in every living thing.  

We look to the garden, the wild places, the deep waters, 

and the everyday tables where we share our bread. 

We taste the goodness of the soil, the vine, and the grain.  

Jesus, our ultimate anam ċara, walked the dusty roads of this earth 

knowing the rhythm of creation and the depths of the human soul, 

knew the rhythm of this creation. 

He knew the beauty of the field, 

the connection of a shared meal. 

In his presence, we are fully known and seen,  

invited into an ancient and eternal intimacy  

that flows through this bread and cup. 
 

On the night of his arrest, as a companion and spiritual guide,  

he gathered his friends to share the inner-most self. 



He took bread, a humble gift of the earth, and blessed it. 

He broke it, offering a piece of life to all who were gathered. 

In the breaking, we are made whole.  

He took the cup, the fruit of the vine,  

and poured it out, inviting his friends into a new covenant of love. 

In the pouring, we are filled with grace.  
 

God of all that is, we bring our lives to this table, 

reminded that You are the source of every good gift. 

May these simple elements of bread and cup 

awaken our senses to Your presence. 

As we taste, may we truly see Your goodness in one another, 

in the world around us, and in the love that binds us together. 

We taste and see that You are good.  
 

Prayer at the Table                Mark Biggs 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup                     
This morning we will receive communion by intinction. You are invited to 

come forward and to take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, eat, and 

leave your toothpick in the bowl. The bread is gluten, nut, and dairy free 

so all may share at the table. If you would prefer a pre-packaged 

communion, remain seated and we will bring one to you. All are 

welcome to share at the table set by Jesus.    
 

A Call to Faithful Action   
 

Sending Song           Called as Partners In Christ’s Service            453 
 

Words for the Journey  

Go spend time with God. 

Whatever that looks like for you is good. 

There is no perfect plan. 

Go forth to claim your rest. 

Adjust as needed.  

God is already there. 

Take a deep breath. 

Savor. 

Say thank you. 

Risk Vulnerability. 

Practice trusting others, 

and yourself. 

The Spirit is here. 

Keep staying open. 

Stay curious. 

Remember, love is always waiting to meet you.  

May we make it so.                                                 [adapt/jsimmons] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations Needed for the 
Trading Treasures Sale at NACC 

Donation Dates:   

Sunday Aug 30 from 11:30am – 5pm 

Monday – Wednesday Aug 31- Sept 2 from 9am -5pm 

Pre-Sale $5 Admission:   

September 3rd  from 5pm -8pm 

Sale Dates: September 4th & 5th 8am-2pm  

Early Drop Off/Storage: available starting August 10th 

by special request. 

Questions or scheduling outside of listed times?   

Call Connie @ 417-844-9810 

For a full list of what donations we are and are not 
accepting, please visit the information page on our 
website by scanning the QR code. More information on 
volunteering to work the sale coming soon! 

 
National Avenue Christian Church  
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    Spiritual Practices:  

 Finding Grounding 

Intimacy 

26 July 2026 
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Join Theatre North of 60 in our Speakeasy Musical 

Revue plus Raffle/Auction.  

Music, fun and comedy by our own TN60 members. 

Donations and raffle/auction money split between 

National Ave CC programs, and Theatre North of 60 

to help officially establish our organization. Doors 

open at 4pm; Show at 5pm. Light hors d’oeuvres and 

refreshments available.  

 

Visit: https://tinyurl.com/3v6cn85d for more 

information to purchase tickets! 
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