The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of
race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning,
especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.
Your presence enriches us in this time of celebration together~

Welcome to worship

Prelude

Words of Gathering Doug Steere & John Mihalevich
We gather in the presence of the One who is Love.
We come to see with the eyes of the heart.

We remember Mary of Magdala,

the first witness to the light.

As Cynthia Bourgeault reminds us:

"Mary Magdalene was the first one there

because she was the only one who had the eyes to see.
She didn’t see with her mind;

She saw with her heart."

So we gather,

longing to let the eyes of the heart

guide our way.

*Gathering Hymn We Are Not Our Own 689

*Lighting the Community Candle

There is no hierarchy to the spiritual world.
We are all equal.

We are all equal.

And we’re all equally trying,

in our own crazy ways,

to love ourselves enough to see

the good that’s right here with us.

As we gather to share the light,

May we see the light of love,

the good, here and now, already with us.

[meganwatterson]

The Christ Candle is lit.

May this light center us and remind us
We are light.
We are meant to shine.

*Passing of the Peace

Blessed are we with eyes to see the person right in front of us,
Not solely their faults or some future version of themselves
or the way they always do that thing that drives you nuts.

But as poetry incarnate,

as treasures to be beheld.

Blessed are you who notice the light in their eyes

or when that light dims.

You who scoot up close to their suffering,

though you might not have the right words to say.

You who bear witness to their life in its entirety—

the joys, the sorrows, the unfinishedness of it all.

You who cherish every story (even if you’ve heard it before),
listening without judgment

and without haste.

May your careful attention be met with others
who see you as the same bright light

and wonder that you are.

As you practice seeing and being seen,

may you remember that you too are a blessing
to all who have the privilege to know you.
May the heart of peace be with you.

And also with you.

You are invited to share this ancient greeting with those seated near you. We
are mindful each of us are at different levels of comfort, please honor those
around you as you share peace. You are invited to turn to the camera and say
hello to all worshipping with us online!

[katebowler]

Welcome to NACC

You are invited to sign in via check-in. The QR code/link is in the pews. If you
would like to receive our weekly update by email or would like to schedule a
time for coffee with our pastor, please provide that information on the form.

Reflecting on the Sacred Story
from the Gospel according to Mary Magdalene

We tell stories to learn, to grow, to spark more questions.

Today we offer the longings of our heart.

We join with the voices rising, from the past and from today.
We join the story.

Prayers of the Community
What lies at the root of every relationship problem
is a core “wound of the heart”
that affects not only our personal relations,
but the quality of life in our world as a whole.
This wounding shows up as a pervasive mood of unlove,
a deep sense that we are not intrinsically lovable just as we are.
We experience ourselves as separated from love,
and this shuts down our capacity to trust.
So even though we may hunger for love or believe in love,
we still have difficulty opening to it
and letting it circulate freely through us.
hand over heart
I think this is what was hidden that Mary revealed:
that love is within us.
We are love,
and we don’t have to earn or prove or deserve this fact.
And if we can recognize that we’ve never been separate from it,
and bring it forth outside of us,

this is what saves us.” [meganwatterson]|

We join our voices together as we continue to pray...

Good caring presence within us, around us, and above us;
Hold us in a sense of mystery and wonder.

Let the fullness of your goodness be within us and around us;
Let all the world know your ways of caring and generosity.
May we find we have all we need

to meet each day without undue anxiety.

Overlook our many stupidities, and help us

to release everyone from their stupidities.

May we all know that we are accepted.

Strengthen us that we will reach out

to the best, always with the faith

to rise above the ugly realities of our existence.

And we celebrate the gifts you have given us —

the rich kingdom of life’s possibilities

the power to do good and the triumphs of good

and the moments when we have seen

the glory and wonder of everything.

You are life’s richness.

You are life’s power.

You are life’s ultimate meaning

Amen. [Francis Macnab]

Reflecting in Song

("Be Thou My Vision")
God of the women who answered your call,
Trusting your promises, giving their all,
Women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth —
Give us their courage to live in your truth.

God of the Women SLANE 10.10.9.10

God of the women who walked Jesus' Way,
Giving their resources, learning to pray,
Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more —

May we give freely as they did before.

God of the women long put to the test,

Left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed,
Quietly asking: "Who smiled at my birth?" —
In Jesus' dying you show us our worth.

God of the women who ran from the tomb,
Prayed with the others in that upper room,
Then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day —
May we so gladly proclaim you today.

O God of Phoebe and ministers all,

May we be joyful in answering your call.
Give us the strength of your Spirit so near
That we may share in your ministry here.

Conversation Resurrecting The Gospel: Mary Magdalene
Kathryn Boone w/Rev. Simmons

Music to Reflect Where the Light Begins LEBARR

CHANCEL CHOIR



Offering of Ourselves

We invite you to share your offerings of time, passion, energy, and resources.
Thank you for investing in Spirituality, Justice, and Community as it comes to

life at NACC.

Musical Gift Belonging SAINDON

CHANCEL CHOIR W/KIRSTEN WEISS, Violin

* Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Gratitude

Invitation to the Table & Sharing the Lord’s Supper
with Rev. Jenn Simmons, Ashley Quinn, Elders & Deacons
You have seen imposters

trying to masquerade as the blessing,

how they cloak themselves with words

that look so much like what you longed for,

while beneath they are hollow.

This table blessing has come to tell you:

do not be discouraged,

do not be dismayed,

do not berate yourself

for what you have been searching,

for the wisdom that comes along what seems a foolish road.
You will know this blessing

by how it opens its heart to you.

You will know this blessing by how it turns its face toward you.
You will know this blessing by how it approaches you
arm in arm with faith and hope.

You will know this blessing not by the ease it offers you
but by what it asks of you:

patience and kindness,

forbearance and practice,

hope and endurance

and more.

Not because this is what you owe,

but because this is what,

this blessing stirs in you,

what is provides for you,

what is pours into your hand

that you suddenly find open,

like your heart that unfolds itself in welcome,

finally knowing and fully known. [janrichardson]

So we gather around the table.
With hope that this practice,
this way of Jesus, sharing a meal,

Susan Mihalevich

leads us to deeper community.

Jesus shared a meal with his companions,

his community, his chosen family, before he would be arrested.
Filled with love for them,

he took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said:
“This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it, saying:
“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.”

In remembrance of Jesus,

executed by the state,

faithful to the end.

May this bread and this cup be for us a revival of hope

and a renewal of courage as we encounter

your presence among the ordinary gifts of life.

On this day as we bear witness to love in our midst,

we gather to participate in this meal

and bring it to life. [adapt/enfleshedliturgy]

Prayer at the Table Deb Gallion
Sharing of the Bread and Cup

This morning we will receive communion by intinction. You are invited to
come forward and to take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, eat, and
leave your toothpick in the bowl. The bread is gluten, nut, and dairy free
so all may share at the table. If you would prefer a pre-packaged
communion, remain seated and we will bring one to you. All are
welcome to share at the table set by Jesus.

A Call to Faithful Action
Sending Song Holy Wisdom 258

Words for the Journey
God, one who was claimed as ‘the good.’
May we go forth as Mary did—<clothed in the True Human—
To speak the Good News
that the heart is the dwelling place of the Infinite.
This way goes with us always.
May it be so.
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