The Gathering of a People of God
National Avenue is a brave place for all people. We celebrate our diversity of
race, creed, religion, cultural backgrounds, sexual orientations, gender
identities and expressions. We extend a warm welcome to all this morning,
especially those who are worshipping at National Avenue for the first time.
Your presence enriches us in this time of celebration together~

Welcome to worship
Prelude

Words of Gathering Connie Condict & Claudia Brown-Jackson
Pause.

No, really, we mean it.

The world has been loud.

It has asked much of us.

Today, you are invited to listen.

Slow down.

Consider a radical and spiritual act:

pause.

As followers of the way of Jesus,

one who withdrew from crowds,

one who practiced rhythms of rest,

one recharged,

regrouped,

and ventured back out in love.

We enter a time to listen to each other’s wisdom,
including our own.

May this be a time of grounding.

*Gathering Hymn O God of Vision #288

*Lighting the Community Candle

In this community,

we are paying attention,

we see deepening care for ourselves

makes a way for connections with others.

Here you are seen.

Here you are valued.

Here you are supported.

We have been claimed as good.

God calls us good.

Not because of what we do,

we simply are,

good.

Together may we celebrate and practice this goodness.
Together may we help each other discern what is ours to do,
so we may build and strengthen a world that is

just, courageous, and loving.

The Christ Candle is lit.

May this light center us and remind us
We are light.
We are meant to shine.

*Passing of the Peace

Blessed are we with eyes open to see reality.

The sickness and loneliness, the injustice of racial oppression.

The unimpeded greed and misuse of power.

The violence of intimidation.

The mockery of truth and disdain for weakness,

and worse,

the seeming powerlessness of anyone trying to stop it.

Blessed are we who are worn out from cynicism that we feel we’ve
earned.

God when we’re tempted to throw up our hands and surrender.
Anchor us and hope.

Remind us of what is ours to be done.

Those small, faithful acts that add up to something bigger than
ourselves.

Something that looks a lot like realized hope.

Amen. [katebowler]
May the heart of peace be with you.

And also with you.

You are invited to share this ancient greeting with those seated near you. We
are mindful each of us are at different levels of comfort, please honor those
around you as you share peace. You are invited to turn to the camera and say
hello to all worshipping with us online!

Life of the Church Rev. Jenn Simmons
You are invited to sign in via check-in. The QR code/link is in the pews. If you
would like to receive our weekly update by email or would like to schedule a
time for coffee with our pastor, please provide that information on the form.

Reflecting on the Sacred Story
from the Gospel According to Matthew 7:21-29

We tell stories to learn, to grow, to spark more questions.

Today we offer the longings of our heart.

We join with the voices rising, from the past and from today.
We join the story.

Prayers of the Community

As we bring our attention, our breath, our hopes together,
may we bring openness to this space, and to one another.
God of chaos,

our world is hurting.

We are hurting.

We are frustrated.

We are confused.

The violence and misinformation rage.

We come together wondering what is one thing we can hold onto
together as things spin out of control.

Hope?

Longing?

Community?

Breath?

Love?

The ground around us is shaking.

And yet, at our core, may we find a space of grounding.
We are not alone.

Your Spirit stirs in us.

As we seek places of abundance and ways to be filled,
we know we have wisdom.

And we can find wisdom.

You are with us.

We gather knowing our emotions have something to tell us.
So much happening around us is terrifying and wrong.

Too many people are hurt.

We gather to pray in new ways, listening to ourselves,

the deepest wisdom of you stirring in our being.

We gather to share our struggles and frustrations,

trusting that going together is the only way forward.
Isolating from each other has caused such harm;

we will find our way to each other.

May it be so.
Reflecting in Song Fill the World with Love #467
Reflection How I Say, YES! Many Voices
Matt Ensley, Debora Biggs, Robyn Hagerman
Music to Reflect You Are Enough ROGERS
CHANCEL CHOIR

Offering of Ourselves
We invite you to share your offerings of time, passion, energy, and resources.
Thank you for investing in Spirituality, Justice, and Community as it comes to

life at NACC.
Musical Gift Fill Your Cup RIPP
Jennifer Forni, Solo
* Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Gratitude Anissa Barber

Invitation to the Table & Sharing the Lord’s Supper
with Rev. Simmons & Ashley Quinn, Elders & Deacons
We want to show up and say YES!

The world is chaotic.

The world is challenging.

Our community needs us.

We see visions of justice.

We have hope to build structures where everyone can thrive.
It is possible.

The way of Jesus, the way of Love, is possible.



Discerning what is ours to do means that sometimes we need to say no.
Or, not yet.

Or, that’s not mine.

We need each other to help us find our way.

At this table we find room, space, questions, openness.

We find each other.

Jesus set tables throughout his ministry.

There were places people could show up exactly as they are.

At the table they were reminded,

Here you are seen.

Here you are valued.

Here you are supported.

We have been claimed as good.

God calls us good.

Not because of what we do,

we simply are,

good.

We come to this table as a community striving

for the "Right Yes" in a chaotic world.

We remember that on the night of his arrest—

a time of confusion and betrayal—

Jesus gathered with his friends. He knew they would need each other.
He took the bread, and after blessing it, he broke it, and gave it to them,
saying:

"Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

The breaking of the bread reminds us that when we feel broken,
isolated, or unsure of our path,

we find wholeness in community.

We need each other to help discern our "yes."

Then, after supper, he took the cup,

and after giving thanks, he gave it to them, saying:

"This cup is the new covenant in my love.

Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me."

The cup is a sign of a new way of living—

a covenant of radical, disruptive love.

It is the promise that the way of justice, courage, and love, is possible,
but not alone.

We need each other to build and strengthen that world.

This is the table where everyone is seen, valued, and supported.

Let us remember, let us connect, and let us be nourished.

Prayer at the Table Jeff Barber

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
This morning we will receive communion by intinction. You are invited to
come forward and to take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, eat, and
leave your toothpick in the bowl. The bread is gluten, nut, and dairy free
so all may share at the table. If you would prefer a pre-packaged
communion, remain seated and we will bring one to you. All are
welcome to share at the table set by Jesus.

Sending Song Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 453

Words for the Journey

Pause.

We mean it.

Yes, even as you leave this place.

Especially as you leave this space.
Remember, you do not go alone.
Carry love with you in all you do.
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